SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2023 VANCOUVER SUN D7

The Kapok Tower reaches 43 metres into the canopy of a giant kapok tree
in the Ecuadorean rainforest. PHOTOS: SUZANNE MORPHET
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The colour of the water in Galapagos contrasts with the moonscape of some of the islands.

While snorkelling we are daz-
zled by turtles, marine iguanas
and penguins, sometimes all in
the same place at once. After snor-
kelling one afternoon, I'm sitting
ontheside of the zodiac when I feel
a tug on the back of my wetsuit. I
turn to look and a cormorant has
my zipper pull in its mouth!

THE AMAZON

After a 30-minute flight from
Quito to Coca,weboard along mo-
torboat and travel for two hours
down the wide Napo River. Then
we walk for 20 minutes through
the jungle. Finally, a 15-minute
paddle brings us to Sacha Lodge.

Nothing is stirring, not even a

bird. “People come from Galapagos
and they think animals are going
tobe sitting outside theirbalcony,”
said our guide Christian. “And it’s
notlike that. Animalshide. Animals
don’t want to be seen here because
there are so many predators.”

Yet over the next few days, the
rainforest yields some of its se-
crets.

Early one morning we hear —
then see — dozens of white-faces
and black-blotched-mouths mon-
keys swinging from trees as we
paddle up a creek. Further along,
we climb a 43-metre tower adja-
cent to an enormous Kapok tree.
Long, plank-like roots buttress
the tree at its base. From the plat-
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form, we watch birds flit to and
fro. Ablue dacnis disappears into
abromeliad. “Come and see,” calls
Christian from his spotting scope.
“A green honeycreeper.”

Next an opal-crowned tanager
and a laughing falcon come into
view. Then the howling starts.
“Howler monkeys,” says Christian.
“They’re coming this way!”

As for us, we’ve come full circle.
Water from the highlands at Ha-
cienda El Porvenir flows into the
Napo River, which supportsall liv-
ing things in this part of the Ama-
zon. The cycle of life never ends.
The writer was hosted by Enchanted
Expeditions. No one from the compa-
ny previewed this article.
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The writer greets one‘ of about 40 horses at Hacienda EI Porvenir in Ecua-
dor’s highlands.
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16 Night Iceland &
British Isles

June 30, 2023 | Queen Victoria | Roundtrip Southampton
» 2 nightsin a 4% London hotel
» 14 night cruise & taxes

» $200 US pp obc & transfers

with Glasgow, Stornoway, Akureyri, Eyjafjordur,
Hrisey (cruise-by), Reykjavik (overnight) & more!

BALCONY

+9949

taxes included
pp CAD

11 Night Alaska

July 6, 2023 | Queen Elizabeth | Roundtrip Vancouver

» 1 night in a 4% Vancouver
hotel (or $100 US pp obc)

» 10 night cruise

» Taxes

BALCONY

+2349

taxes included

with Sitka, Skagway, Hubbard Glacier, Juneau, Icy
Strait Point, Glacier Bay National Park ¢ more!

1-800-854-9664

® cruiseplus.ca/vancouver

X info@cruiseplus.ca

Sign up to receive our emails at CruisePlus.ca

TRAVEL & TOURS

New bookings only. Fares are per person in currency noted, based on double occupancy, *both cruise and hotel are capacity controlled, subject to availability at the time of booking,
offer may be withdrawn without notice, includes room and federal & provincial government taxes only; Optional & locally payable supplier charges may apply and are not included.
Any amenities are available for the first two in stateroom only & based on double occupancy. Before you book, be aware of Covid-19 restrictions and clearly understand insurance terms
and conditions. Future Cruise Credits may not be combinable and cruise line insurance may not be available to purchase on advertised offer. Terms of the travel suppliers apply - see
fheir websites. CruisePlus reserves the right to correct any human or electronic errors, Ships Registry: Bermuda, Cruisebius Travel & Tours Ltd. Consumer Protection BC License 3325
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