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Croatia: Zadar has history of reinventing itself

) A bride and groom step out of

a church in the old city under
a shower of rose petals. Locals
lounge at outdoor cafés, enjoying
lattes and gelatos in the sun while
watching children play among the
ruins of the old Roman forum. In
winter, part of it is flooded and
used as an outdoor skating rink.
Nothing like having your history
and using it too.

And Zadar’s history - or at least
what’s left of it - is impressive.
Bombs dropped during the Sec-
ond World War destroyed about
70 per cent of the city. More
recently, the War of Indepen-
dence inflicted damage. But the
city is experienced at recovering
from ruin; in the sixth century, a
devastating earthquake toppled
most of the Roman structures,
leaving only fragments of col-
umns. “Centuries later, they were
dug out of the ground and used in
new churches,” our guide, Ivana
Dundovic explains as we admire
the Romanesque interior of St.
Anastasia’s, the largest cathedral
on the Dalmatian coast.

During the Renaissance, Zadar
was capital of Dalmatia under the
Republic of Venice. Tourism offi-
cials are hoping to have the city’s
Venetian walls declared a World
Heritage Site, along with half a
dozen of the city’s oldest church-
es, the archbishop’s palace dating
from the fourth or fifth century, a
Benedictine convent and the re-
mains of a Roman temple.

Of these, the convent of St.
Mary’s is the most fascinating.
“It’s the second oldest convent in
the world,” says Dundovic. Found-
ed in 1066, it is today home to 25
to 30 world-savvy nuns who make
their own liquor and “even own
stock in a Croatian football team,”
she confides.

The convent houses the Gold
and Silver of Zadar, a museum
full of reliquaries from the eighth
to the 18th centuries, many in the
shape of finely wrought arms and
hands. It’s a little ghoulish to hear
that these reliquaries actually
contain body parts - the remains
of saints. One, for instance, is said
to contain the shoulder blade of
St. Mark. When the nun leading
our group bursts into song at the
end of a rather sombre tour, I
chalk it up to the local joie de
vivre.

Zadar could easily coast on its
history - it also has a museum of
ancient glass, and an archaeologi-
cal museum - but it doesn’t. A
few years ago, wanting to improve
its pier for cruise-ship passengers,
alocal architect had the brilliant
idea of installing organ-style
pipes under the concrete steps
leading down to the water. When
waves hit the 35 pipes - all differ-
ent sizes - air is pushed through,

City officials are hoping to have the Venetian walls and several other historic structures declared a World Heritage Site. VAN CORIC/CROATIA TOURISM

creating musical notes. The Sea
Organ shared the European Prize
for Urban Public Space in 2006.
Since then, solar panels have
been installed to even greater
effect. At night, the installation -
called Greeting to the Sun - lights
up under your feet, synchronized
to music from the Sea Organ.

The city’s food scene comes
with the same streak of fun and
creativity. One afternoon, we stop
for coffee at Art Hotel Kalelarga
and spot what appears tobe a
green cheesecake in a glass show-
case. I'm guessing mint or lime,
but fronds of asparagus decorate
the top, along with big curls of
chocolate. It is asparagus season -
but in dessert?

“Lots of people were very skep-
tical about it at first,” hotel recep-
tionist Ivan Lalin tells me later,
“but very quickly it became one
of the most selling cakes in our
hotel.”

I'have to give it a try. When I bite
in, the filling is light but rich, suf-
fused with olive oil, white choco-
late and - yes - asparagus. It’s a
wild, bitter variety that grows
only in Dalmatia and two small
parts of Italy, according to Lalin.

0ddly enough, it works, adding
a depth of flavour you don’t
expect - much like the city itself.
The writer was a guest of Tourism
Croatia. It did not review or approve
this article.
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Croatian Airlines flies direct to
Zadar from major European
cities. zadar-airport.hr

WHAT TO SEE

Museum of Ancient Glass
Considered the best collection
of ancient glassware outside
Italy, it includes delicate ves-
sels that Roman women used
to store perfumes and creams.
mas-zadar.hr

Archaeological Museum

On the doorstep of the old
forum, this museum houses
more than 100,000 artifacts
including Roman statues and
stelae. amzd.hr

St. Donat Church

This pre-Romanesque church
is loved for its acoustics. A
series of classical musical eve-
nings is on until Aug. 14.
donat-festival.com

WHERE TO STAY

Hotel Bastion is built on the
remains of a medieval fortress
and offers 28 luxurious rooms.
Rooms from €180 euros
($262) a night. hotel-bastion.hr
Art Hotel Kalelarga is a new
hotel in the heart of the old
town. From €150 a night.
arthotel-kalelarga.com
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Includes overnight
accommodations plus
Wine Trolley Tour for two
($115 value per couple).

From $199* per room in July
From $219* per room in August {°

A
& QUEENS LANDING
pILLar-post

From $179* per room in July
From $199* per room in August

Call or book online today with
promo code: SUNMON

Valid Sundays & Mondays,in July.& August

Looking for other great destinations? Visit one of our other Vintage Hotels
properties from $159* per room Sundays & Mondays in July & August.

MILLCROFT INN
& SPA

indus

exceptional experiences!

BEST OF
PERU, BOLIVIA,
ARGENTINA

& BRAZIL

16 Days Small Group Tour
(Never more than 12 guest)

From CAD-5590

CAD4990

Save $600 /person
Book before
July 15, 2014

CANADA « LIMA - CUSCO - MACHU PICCHU
PUNO . LA PAZ - BUENOS AIRES -IGUASSU
RIO - LIMA - CANADA

Indus Travels, the Latin
America specialist. Stay in
superior and boutique style
hotels, escorted by best
local guides, daily breakfast
and 2 lunches included. No
hidden extras. Price includes
return international &
regional air from Toronto

"l want to shout off
the roof tops about
the great time we
had and encourage
everyone | know to
travel with Indus."
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~=IWN Mr. Kelaher taxes & fuel surcharges.
- d Indus Travels Inc. .
’n US 12331551 Hommersmitn Way, Richmond BCV7A5H9 ~ Web: www.indus.travel
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T: 604 279 8794 - F: 604 608 3421 - E: mail@indus.travel  Toll free: 1866 978 2997
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GENEVA ON THE LAKE
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ELEGANT SMALL RESORT
in Beautiful Geneva, NY

The heart of
Finger Lakes Wine Country

v
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315-789-7190
G www.genevaonthelake.com o

Every Saturday
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