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from about 20,000 to fewer than
600. “In one year we lost 75 per
cent of the people,” says Sean
Young, a Haida watchman at
Tanu, one of five abandoned
villages open to visitors. Here
was once a thriving community
with between 25 and 40 long
houses fronted with carved
poles. The houses collapsed long
ago and are now slowly sinking
into the earth.

At SGang Gwaay (pronounced
SKung Gwhy), the best-
preserved Haida village and a
UNESCO World Heritage Site, a
dozen or so poles still stand, the
last gasp of a once-vibrant
village. Cracked, bleached and
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M Getting to Haida Gwaii: Air Canada offers
one direct flight daily from Vancouver, BC to
Sandspit (just under two hours). You can also
take the ferry from Prince Rupert to Skidegate.
The crossing time is eight hours.

M Outer Shores Expeditions offers multi-day
cruises to Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve
between April and October each year. The
price per person for eight days/seven nights in
2017 is $C5695 ($5572) and includes a float
plane ride either to or from Passing Cloud.
outershores.ca and phone 1250 220 2311.
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leaning precariously, the poles
exert a powerful pull. We stand
before them in silent reverie.

The Haida themselves are
surprisingly upbeat and
optimistic. “It feels like we’re
going back to our roots,”
explains Donna Carter, who
helps watch over what was once
a major settlement at Windy
Bay on Lyell Island. “It’s kind of
neat, our language is coming
back.” And the clan system that
Haida have always used
continues today. Haida are born
into either the Eagle clan or the
Raven clan, Donna explains,
and are supposed to marry a
person of the opposite clan.
“I’'m an Eagle and I married an
Eagle. Maybe that’s why it
didn’t last,” she adds.

Windy Bay is where, in the
1980s, the Haida protested
against the rampant logging of
these islands. “Haida elders —
ladies in their 70s and 80s —
were going out and standing in
front of logging trucks,” recalls
Scott. “It was a socially
tumultuous time.”

Fortunately for them — and
us — the Haida won that battle,
which led to the creation in 1993
of the park reserve, Haida
Heritage Site and National
Marine Conservation Area,
which, together, cover the
southern third of this
dagger-shaped archipelago.

Some of the biggest and oldest
trees that were saved are at
Windy Bay. We look up at a
massive sitka spruce that was
somewhere between 900 and
1000 years old when the Magna
Carta was created in medieval
England.

From the water’s edge, Haida
Gwaii’s forests look dark and
forbidding but inside we find
them bright and welcoming. “I
don’t know whether it’s all the
negative ions or what but I feel
very different in here,” confides
Steve Shanaman, a semi-retired
businessman from Washington
State. “It’s like Stanley Park
(Vancouver) but on steroids,”
jokes his buddy John. When we
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The author rests on a bed of moss in the national -parl{ forest. Picture: Suzanne Morphet

come to a babbling brook
surrounded by a bed of
lime-green moss I can’t resist. I
lie down and sink into its soft
embrace.

Pushing northward, we are
sailing to our final anchorage
when a dorsal fin slices the
water on port side. Then
another, and another. Someone
quickly drops a hydrophone
overboard. And just like that,
we are eavesdropping on Killer
whales. We hear excited
squeaks, enthusiastic squeals. It
is easy to imagine they are
talking about us. Perhaps they
are sad to see us go, but
nowhere near as sad as we are
to be leaving.
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“Travel restrictions and conditions apply. Please ask us for further details. Prices and taxes are correct as at 7 Mar 17 and are subject to change withaut notice. Updates and corrections to advertised products including pricing may be found at www.escapetravel.com.au/ads. Prices quoted are on sale until from 11-13 Mar 17 (Rocky Mountaineer
3-28 Mar 17 urless atherwise stated or sold out prior. Prices are per person and are subject to availability. Accommodation is based on twin share. Bonus nights are included in total night stay, Savings amounts, added value, rmom and cabin upgrades, onboard credit, added value credit, and reduced rates are included in the advertised
price. Seasonal surcharges and blackout dates may apply depending on date of travel. Prices shown are fully inclusive of taxes, levies, government charges and other applicable fees. Airfares are not included unless atherwise stated. Payments made by credit card will incur a surcharge. Prices shown are for payments made by cash in store
ESCAPE FARES: Escape fares are only avallable to adult travellers and are non-refundable and non-transferable. Minimum 4 nights accommodation or minimum 7 day tour or cruise needs to be booked in conjunction with this Escape Fare in order to receive your discount. This must be within the same continent of your Escape Fare destination
or as part of a stopover to your destination. A non refundable deposit of $260* per person is required at the time of booking for your accommodation, tour o cruise, Your Escape Travel consultant will advise payment deadlines for vour airfare and if any further depasit is required for your land or crulse arrangements. Escape Fares are only
available over selected dates; please ask your Consultant for more details. ROCKY MOUNTAINEER ADDED VALUE: Offer applies to 2017 Rocky Mountaineer packages of five or more days on select dates between April and October only. Masimum offer value of $300 added value credit per adult ($600 added value credit per couple) is for
qualifying packages of eight days or more in GoldLeaf or SitverLeaf Service. Credit can only be used towards the purchase of additional services offered by Rocky Mountaineer and cannot be used to upgrade rail service or accommadation nor against the price of the core package. Offer value is expressed in AUD as at 1 Nov 16 as a guide only
and may vary at the time of boaking based on changes in exchange rate with the CAD. Credit has no cash value, is non-transferable and cannat be deferred to a later frip. Credit is not available in conjunction with any other offer and is nat applicable to child prices or group bookings. Offer is capacity contralled and may be madified, withdrawn o
amended without prior notice. Further conditions apply. *INTEREST FREE: Approved applicants only on a Lombard 180 Visa card. Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply including a $99 Annual Fee charged on the account open date and annually on the anniversary of the account open date. Minimum finance amount applies and is valid
on holidays aver $399. Interest, currently 22 99% p.a., is payable on any balance outstanding after the 12 month Interest Free period. Ask in store for details. Offer ends 31 Dec 17. Credit provided by Lombard Finance Pty Limited ABN 31 099 651 877, Australian Credit Licence number 247415, Lombard® is brought to you by FlexiGroup@.
~65+ DISCOUNT: Offer valid uniil 31 Dec 17, New bookings only, limited to ene 3100 discount per senior. Minimum booking value of $2500 per person consisting of air and land/cruise arrangements, or a land/cruise only booking over the value of $2500 per person. Valid State/ Territory accredited seniors card must be presented to consultant

at time of quotation. Flease ask us for further details or visit our website at hitp:/fwww.escapetravel.com.auiterms-conditions. FROM PERTH. Flight Centre Travel Group Limited (ABN 25 003 377 188) trading as Escape Travel. ATAS Accreditation No. A1041
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