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ADAR, Croatia —
“My goal is to export,”
says Dubravko Vitlov

as he watches over a
pot of bubbling cream. “I want
to make more people happy”

Vitlovis a master chocolatier in
Zadar. He is demonstrating his tech-
nique for a Toronto television crew
that’s filming a show about high-end
travel experiences.

He has flavored the cream with
cinnamon, vanilla, star anise, carda-
mom and — oddly enough for choco-
late — extract of green pepper. Vitlov
seems to be the perfect ambassador
for Croatia, which joined the Europe-
an Union on July 1. He personifies all
that’s good about the country: its
sophisticated culture, its fabulous
food, its easygoing joie de vivre.

“You always do this by taste,” he
says, lifting a spoonful of the rich
ganache to his mouth.

“I think it needs more green pep-
per;” he says after a couple of seconds.

Croatia’s membership in the EU
might come as a surprise to some,
with the 1990-91 war of independence
still a recent memory. Since then,
corruption has scarred the country.
The damage might be less visible than
the bullet holes that still pock many
buildings, but it’s still exacting a huge
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search and advocacy organization, the
illicit flow of money — be it fraud,
money laundering, tax evasion or
other crimes — cost Croatia more
than $15 billion between 2001 and
2010. The country’s former prime
minister, Ivo Sanader, was found
guilty last November of accepting
millions of dollars in bribes and was
sentenced to 10 years in jail.

It’'s easy to feel sorry for the locals,
who feel cheated and complain open-
ly about the corruption. “It's a mon-
ster, it’s a cancer,” one of my guides
told me.

But for visitors, Croatia, which lies
east of Italy across the Adriatic Sea, is
endlessly appealing as well as safe.
The biggest danger might be stepping
on ablack sea urchin at a beach near
Dubrovnik, or getting dehydrated
under the hot Mediterranean sun.
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A peaceful walk along the Adriatic Sea in Zadar, Croatia, is a world away from the violence that tore through the region in the early 1990s.

New EU member offers art, music, history, chocolate and a joy for life

Krka National Park, about an hour south of Zadar, is a naturalist’s A visitor examines two Roman-era glass jars at Zadar’s Museum of
paradise, with a series of seven spectacular waterfalls. Ancient Glass, considered the best collection outside Italy. See CROATIA Page 4K
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! . Our rate includes a two-room suite,
\-._ \ A cooked-to-order breakfast and
- _ > & complimentary drinks:
\ '\ Book now at embassysuites.com

'--f&t'.'_"‘: " :
ENOUGH MEMORIES TO FILL TWO ROOMS. EMBASSY SUITES

For the price of an ordinary hotel room, you’ll get a spacious two-room suite. HOTELSS

Subject to availability at participating locations. Valid for stays booked and completed between September 1, 2013, and October 31, 2013. Rates valid for single/double occupancy and are exclusive of all taxes, incidental charges, gratuities and resort fees where applicable. Other restrictions may apply. *Service of alcohol subject to state and local laws. Must be of legal drinking age. ©2013 Hilton Worldwide. ™ indicates a trademark of Hilton Worldwide.
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