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I'd been chatting with my taxi
driver for a few minutes when I
mentioned I was from Canada.
He turned and looked at me with
a mixture of surprise and curios-
ity. “Icouldn’tfind your accent,” he
said, adding with a smile, “You’re
my first Canadian.”

It’s true, not many Canadians
visit Seychelles. Last year was a
record year for tourism to these
tropical islands, with more than
a quarter of a million visitors. Yet
only 3,000 came from North Amer-
ica, and most of those were from
the United States.

Perhapsit’s not surprising given
that Seychelles is in the middle of
the Indian Ocean, 1,500 km from
Africa, and considered expensive
—adestination forhoneymooners
or the rich and famous.

Sowhen mydaughter emailed me
from South Africa, where she’dbeen
studying at Cape Town University
and asked if I could join her in Sey-
chelles, my first answer was no. If I
wanted a tropical beach holiday, I
could go to Mexico or Hawaii.

Then I happened to pick up an
issue of National Geographic with
an article entitled Return to Sey-
chelles. I learned these islands of-
fer far more than gorgeousbeaches.
They’re nothingless than another
Galapagos, with wondrous plants
and animals — species you won’t
find anywhere else. Seychelles,
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There are more turtles than people in Seychelles. The Aldabra Giant Tortoise is the biggest species.
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for instance, is home to one of the
world’s smallest frog and tortoises
that weigh aquarterofaton,atree
that produces the biggest seed of
any plant (the nut of the coco-de-
mer is shaped like a woman’s pel-
vis), and one of the rarest birds in
the world — the magpie robin.

THE MOTHER OF
ALL CARNAVALS

Serendipitously, we would be
visiting during Seychelles’s Car-
naval, which — just like some of
its flora and fauna — is unique in
the world, partly because it takes
place after Lent and partly because
itincludes performers from many
countries.

This year, Carnaval performers
came from as far away as China,
South Korea and Indonesia, mak-
ing for a surprising and diverse
showcase of dancing and music.

Of course, itwouldn’t really have
been Carnaval without a troupe of
barely dressed Brazilians, female
buttocks flashing in the tropi-
cal sun while their King Momo
paraded in a black and gold-se-
quined jumpsuit in spite of April’s
30 C-plus heat and high humidity.

A Brazilian in the crowd, Thiago
Khoury, admitted he was initially
skeptical of a Carnaval in Sey-
chelles, but “now that I’'m here, the
streets, the people are so vibrant,
I'm as excited as I would be if I was
in Brazil.”
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Option
Plus

Vancouver

departures

Venice

Roundtrip flight
Taxes included

Rome

Roundtrip flight
Taxes included

Paris

Roundtrip flight
Taxes included
June | Starting at June | Starting at Sept & Oct | Starting at

689 %869 *1219

Check out airtransat.com for more great deals or contact your travel agent.

by Transat Tours Canada Inc. with offices at 1090 West Pender Street, Suite 1110, Vancouver, BC V6E 2N7, British Columbia (Reg #2454).

Receive additional privileges and services including Seat Selection
and Priority Check-in when you upgrade to Option Plus in Economy Class

Vancouver departures. Certain destinations may include connection. Prices are per person based on a roundtrip Economy. Taxes and fees (ATSC, airport fees, insurance, carrier surcharges) where applicable, are included. Valid
for new individual bookings made from May 28 to 30, 2016, for specific departure & return dates in June, September & October, 2016. Limited seats available at price indicated. Flights operated by Air Transat and are offered

Barcelona

Roundtrip flight
Taxes included
September | Starting at
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